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The Study of the U.S. Institutes for Scholars (SUSIs) are intensive post-graduate level academic
programs that provide foreign university faculty and other scholars the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of U.S. society, culture, values, and institutions. The program goal is to strengthen
curricula and to enhance the quality of teaching about the United States in academic institutions
abroad.

The Study of the U.S. Institutes for Scholars will take place at various colleges, universities, and
academic institutions throughout the United States over the course of five-to-six weeks beginning
in or after June 2023. Each Institute includes a four-week academic residency component and, if
possible, up to two weeks of an integrated study tour to another region of the United States. Posts
and prospective applicants may visit exchanges.state.gov/susi to obtain general information about
the Institutes.

The Study of the U.S. Institutes for Scholars comprise the following themes in U.S. Studies:
American Politics and Political Thought; Contemporary American Literature; Journalism and
Media; U.S. Culture, Identity, and Society; U.S. Economics and Sustainable Development; and
U.S. Foreign Policy.

Virtual Program Contingency: Should health, safety, and travel conditions pose significant
challenges to the program, the SUSIs will pivot to a virtual format. The virtual program will
consist of a minimum of 36 hours of required programming and will be a combination of
synchronous and asynchronous learning. To the extent possible, the virtual programming will
include lectures, small group discussions, videos, readings, panels, site visits, assignments, and
individual and group activities. Participants will be required to fully participate in the entire virtual
program from their location.

Connectivity: Participants should have access to a computer and a stable internet connection for
virtual pre-departure orientation sessions. If a participant does not have a computer or adequate
internet access, the University of Montana (UM) will work with the participant to facilitate access
on an as-needed basis.

Program Requirements and Restrictions: All participants are expected to participate fully in the
program. Candidates should be made aware that they are applying for an intensive program and
there will be little time for personal pursuits unrelated to the program. The Institute is not a
research program. Participants must attend all lectures and organized activities and complete
assigned readings.

Family members and/or friends may not accompany participants on any part of the program. If
the program is conducted virtually, the same participation requirements apply. Note that Institute
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