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Analyzing thirty (30) published abstracts of RAs, twelve (12)

functions were found with different rates as follow:

Table 01: The rate of functions’ occurrence in abstract of scientific articles .

Exploiting this primarily result to analyze learners’ needs in this period

and after consulting many agriculture teachers, we get to a fact that

three main functions are mostly required by graduate learners are:

Describing, comparing and cause and effect. Describing and comparing

are chosen as to be the content of formal instruction to this experiment.

Functions Rate of occurrence

Describing 83

Classifying 37

Reporting 35

Cause & effect 32

Comparing 20

Calculating 13

Hypothesizing 09

Exemplifying 08

Defining 07

Giving reasons 04

Predicting 04

Experimenting 01
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Methodology
Throughout observing EST learners for a period of two semesters, we notice

their poor pragmatic knowledge. Hinging on this observation, we are explicitly

teaching learners how to perform the act of describing and comparing in

writing abstract for raising their awareness about the crucial role of

pragmatics in effective writing.

Pragmatic competence is a key contributor to a good writing. Being pragmatically competent in writing implies mastering how to employ different contextual clues and linguistic 

forms to express the intended message according to the audience’ s needs and discourse community norms. Thus, the study aims to endow on EST learners this ability so as to 

write effective abstracts.
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Summary

Writing a sound research article is an issue that annoys both learners and

teachers. Put another way, learners mainly in science and technology

experience difficulties in writing research article (Parkinson, 2013). In fact,

the problem is neither in presenting findings nor in structuring the article but

it is rather a matter of how to express oneself (Rose, 1999). Precisely,

learners’ pragmatic lack affects their writing (Troi, 2011). That is, the

process of writing an effective article involves the ability to perform

communicative acts appropriately to a particular context (ibid.). EST

learners have to master how to act different speech acts aptly in a given

target situation in order to facilitate the utterance interpretation by the

reader. Hence, writing effectively entails a degree of pragmatic sensitivity .

Based on such insights, we adopt the aim of promoting EST learners’

pragmatic competence in writing abstract of research article (RAs). More

clearly, the study attempts to set a methodology of teaching pragmatic

aspects and which holds as its aim the drawing of teachers and learners’

attention to the importance of pragmatic competence mainly speech

acts(SAs) in writing process. Accordingly, the present inquiry sets forward

the following research questions:

How can pragmatic deficiency affect EST learners’ writing?

What is the methodology that can be adopted to enhance EST   

learners’ pragmatic production precisely which is related to performing 

SA?

After reviewing literature, the study hypothesizes that formal instruction

of pragmatic aspects in particular SA is likely to improve EST learners’

pragmatic competence in writing

To test the above hypothesis, the study chooses a sample of 30 third-year

graduate students who study agriculture at the University of Ouargla. As a

first step, 30 published articles were analyzed as an attempt to extract the

different SA performed in writing abstracts. These extracted SAs were

explored in next step which is the analysis of learners’ needs in terms of

which SA they mostly need.

After choosing two SAs, a pretest is administrated to record the

learners’ level before the teaching session. Then, a post-test is distributed to

check the learners’ achievement after a period of formal instruction in two

chosen SAs. The comparison between the two tests will confirm or refute

our hypothesis.
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